
DC NLG Executive Board Minutes:  Oct 3, 2019 

Held at Offices of Klimaski & Assoc 

Present:  Turna Lewis, Chair; James Drew, Jim, Klimaski, John McCoy, Bill Montross, Ann Wilcox 

(Anitra Ash-Shakoor, Quentin Driskoll, unable to attend) 

 

I. NLG Chapter Membership Meeting (Oct 30): We agreed that a chapter-wide Membership 

meeting, will be held on Weds, Oct 30, 2019 from 6 to 8 pm.; the meeting will be held at the 

new DC Bar headquarters, 901 – 4th St, NW.  Information will be sent on the list-serve.  

Agenda will include by-laws revisions; short presentations on DC Statehood and affordable 

housing in DC; and a report from the NLG National Convention (Oct 16-20 in Durham NC). 

 

II. By-laws amendments will be circulated to the membership, with an announcement about the 

upcoming Oct 30 Membership Meeting.  The by-laws revisions include one minor wording 

revision, as well as a proposed requirement that all voting members of DC NLG committees 

be dues-paying members of NLG. (language attached) 

  

III. DC Statehood Advocacy:  Discussed Sept 19 Congressional hearing on DC Statehood bill.  

Jim Klimaski and others will consult with grassroots advocacy groups, such as Stand Up/Free 

Dc and DC Statehood Green Party, toward convening a statehood advocacy effort; we will 

consider, for example, whether the original Statehood Constitution, which was approved by 

DC Voters in 1982, should be considered as valid. 

 

 

IV.  DC Affordable Housing advocacy:  Turna noted that there is a renewed effort to form a 

Renters’ Union in DC, to advocate for expanded rent control.  There is a meeting on Sat, Oct 

26, at 3 pm;  DC Jobs with Justice (we are a member) is active in this also.  Lawyer Renee 

Bowser will report at our Oct 30 Membership Meeting. 

 

V.  NLG National Convention, Oct 16-20 in Durham, N.C.  Turna Lewis and Ann Wilcox are 

board members who will attend (Ann is also a Mid-Atlantic co-RVP).  We will report back 

further.  The DC NLG Board has again offered small student stipends, to DC area law 

students attend the convention; requests should be sent to Ann1Wilcox@gmail.com 

 

VI. Treasurers’ Report: Jim Drew reported that we continue to have a “healthy balance” in the 

chapter treasury.  Because we have agreed to a be a repository or fiscal sponsor for BIEAC 

funds (Black Identity Extremist Abolition Collective), Bill Montross will assist Jim in 

monitoring those funds.  Expenditures included making the $100 promised contribution to the 

Student Disorientation. 

 

VII. 2019 Student Disorientation Report: Ann Wilcox reported that the 2019 Student 

Disorientation, held on Sept 21,at Georgetown Law School, included students from all of the 

area lawsuits (about 50 students attended).  Panel discussions and keynote remarks by activist 

lawyer Derecka Purnell were excellent. 

 



VIII. New Members Protocol:  Turna Lewis said she has received info about one new member.  

We will make sure all new members receive a welcome letter (ask Anitra to do this) and John 

McCoy will add to the chapter list-serve. 

 

IX. Technical Consulting:  we considered further the technical consultant contract:  we agreed 

that the new website should cost the chapter about $2,000 total, and we will pay Max Rameau 

for security and other consulting services on an hourly basis, as agreed. 

 

 

Minutes submitted by Ann Wilcox, Recording Secretary 


